Prematurity and early-onset juvenile myasthenia gravis.
A child manifested ocular myasthenia gravis at age 16 months which progressed to bulbar and mild systemic weakness over a 3-year period. The medical history was significant for premature birth at 32 weeks gestation and birth weight 940 gm. A review of reported patients with juvenile myasthenia gravis with adequate documentation of the birth history, noncongenital onset, typical clinical course and diagnostic findings, and elevated titers of antiacetylcholine receptor antibodies revealed that 55% with onset before age 3 years had a history of prematurity. This association of myasthenia gravis and prematurity may provide insights to the pathogenesis of the disease.